
Two part presentation:

1. The EUDAT – Herbadrop project.

Lifted slide by slide from Pascal Dugénie, Herbadrop Project Officer - C.I.N.E.S (Centre 
Informatique National de l'Enseignement Supérieur)

2. The reality of being a data partner with HERBADROP

Robert Cubey – Plant Records Officer – RBGE (Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh)

12th International Digital Curation Conference - 20th Feb 2017 - Edinburgh University
Workshop on How EUDAT Services could support FAIR data.



EUDAT receives funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 programme –
DG CONNECT e-Infrastructures. Contract No. 654065

























Part two:

2. The reality of being a data partner with HERBADROP



At the RBGE – Plant collection: This is what we are very good at doing.



Plant identification: good at this.



Plant curation: again, good this.



Digitisation: We have learnt in the last 10 years to become good at this.



http://data.rbge.org.uk/herb

Online dissemination: An ongoing process, but we have become good at doing this.



Image size, quality and usability: With 600 dpi TIFF and 7 options of image size we are now good at this.
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Image workflows: We had to get good at this, it has taken while but we are there now.
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items from 

European museums, 
libraries, archives 
and multi-media 
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International 
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distribution plants, 
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Online collaborative 
encyclopaedia to 

document all of the 
1.9 million species 

of life on earth.

A genetic sequence 
database, an 

annotated 
collection of all 

publicly available 
DNA sequences

GBIF EuropeanaGeneBank BOLD

Collection and 
management of 

specimen, 
distributional, and 
molecular data as 
well as analytical 
tools to support 
their validation.

BioCase

An international 
network of 

European biological 
collections. Using 

open-source, 
system-

independent 
software and open 
data standards and 

protocols.

Biodiversity scientists 
Taxonomists, habitat restoration, species checklists, geneticists etc. 
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Global 
Plants

The world’s largest 
database of 

digitized plant 
specimens & a locus 

for international 
scientific research 
and collaboration

NBN

Information 
network of UK 

biodiversity data 
from nature 

agencies, wildlife 
trusts & museums

RBGE online catalogues 

CRIA
Species link

The goal of the 
speciesLink network 

is to integrate 
specie and 

specimen data 
available in natural 
history museums, 

iDigBio

New Tools for 
Increasing the Use 
of Natural History 

Collections for 
Research, Education 

and Informed 
Decisionmaking

ALS

Provides a platform 
for the collection, 

aggregation, 
analysis and use of 
biological data in 

Scotland.

Providing data aggregators: Once again had to get good at this, if we wanted people to use our data. 
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This is where we are less strong – coding and command line interaction.



Preserving this – a high resolution image of 
a herbarium sheet is great, but we want 

more.



Georeference the collection site, database the collector and 
collection date; as here is physical proof that this material was 
at a site on a particular date.



Dets: (determinations) taxonomic opinions on the sheet, all  
with different levels of validity – OCR is never going to the 
complete answer for our material.



As a community we 
use unique identifiers 
for our material, we 

need these identifiers 
to connect material.



We need to have stable identifiers to link out to other sources



We need to have stable identifiers to link out to other sources



We need these other sources to be funded and stable
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